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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

1^ ^f!!,^'^ ^^'^^ ™ ^LA^E THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE 
S ""^^^'^^^ '° ^vo'd abandonment of this application A proper S to a 

'mal reject, 0,1 under 37 CFR 1 ^1 1 3 may only be either: (1) a timely filed amendment which 013065^6 loSationln 

Er,S,'o^n (-'^ ^PP-' ^-)^ - (3) a timely ^Rfq^eSrued 

PERIOD FOR RFPI Y (check either a) or b)] 

a) □ The period for reply expires months from the mailing date of the final rejection 

" H>T' ""vl'^'T, T "^''''"S °' °^ f^-^l^ 'he final rejection whichever is later In no 

nTv r7:TrZ-^u,^l^f^^°'^ '"^'^ "'^P'^^ '^'^^ ''^^^ SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the fina reiection 

?06 OZm ™' MONTHS OF THE FINAL Re!ecton See MPEP 

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.135(a). The date on which the oetitlon under -^7 PFR 1 nR^=\ fh . . ■ 

' ° rp'p?!a^,';Pf ■ Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1.192(a). or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 
2 H The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) E they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

° ist'e:7o:tp::ra'nd;or" ''"'"'■"^ '^"^ ^''^^^ '^^'^'^'^ -^-^^^ - ^-p'^^y-^ the 

(d) □ they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 
NOTE: see Detailed Action 
30 Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): 

' ° iriSgTern^aS^' SZi — ' "^"^'"^^ ' '^'^^ ^-^-"^ 

'° ?p;i-Son rsSdSS ~' p'-^ 

6. n The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newlv 

raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. ^ "^^'^ 

7. H For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)H will not be entered or b)^ will be entered and an 

explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended 

The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Clainns) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: , 


Claim(s) rejected: 1-28 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 


ExSimer "''"'''^ '^^^ approved or b)^ disapproved by the 


90 Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 
10. □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 


1 . The proposed claim amendments raise new issues that would require further 
search and consideration. The first and second sides have not previously been claimed 
to be "planar". The issue of whether 'the means for dispensing is capable of dispensing 
paint without lifting the paint compartments" has not been previous raised. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David L. Sorkin whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1121. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 -5:30 Mon.-Fri.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L. Walker can be reached on 703-308-0457. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9310 for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 


0661 


David Sorkin 


February 25, 2002 



CHARLES E. COOLEY 
PRHUARY EXAMHgpP 


